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Spotlight: Phil and Margaret 
Carroll 

Phil’s Equine Biography:  My 
first recollection of a horseback 
ride happened when I was likely 
about 4 years old. My Uncles had 
an 18-hand Belgian mare totally 
harnessed and were going to lead 
her from one farm to another, less 
than a mile away. My dad was a 
South Dakota cowboy tha t 
bragged that he didn’t walk 
anywhere. He had one of his 
brother’s-in-law give him a leg up 
and then handed me up to him.  I 
had other contact wi th the 
Belgians on that farm.   

Philip translates from the Greek 
as “lover of horses”.  Dad had 
enough horse stories to increase the obsession and Mom used to 
tell about Maud chewing the neck yoke when she took her 
younger siblings to catechism.  Maud was likely another one of 
those Belgians that Grandpa Lynch raised, trained and traded to 
pay taxes on his Wisconsin Farm.  

When Mom taught at a one room school called Star Valley, 
occasionally when I didn’t have school, I went with her and one of 
her students rode his pony and gave me rides. Growing up in 
Wisconsin, I used every opportunity to ride friends horses because 
after creating all these obsessions, my parents didn’t get me a 
pony.   

Since then I seized every opportunity to ride other people’s 
horses.  Sometimes I paid to ride riding stable horses. Company 
Sales meetings were held at golf resorts. Since I didn’t golf, I 
organized horseback rides with stable ponies, featuring interaction 
between colleagues at least as good as the golf outings.   

When we moved to California, we bought a family block of lessons 
from Anaheim Hills Riding Academy for my sons and I.  We used 
our skills on rented horses at Coal Canyon Riding Stable.  Trail 
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Membership forms and 
previous newsletters and 
articles are on our website:   
www.gaitedhorseclub.com   

Facebook:  Search for 
“Southern Comfort Gaited 
Horse Club”  or click https://
www.facebook.com/groups/
636027703108388/       
and request to be added.  
Here,  club members can 
post pictures or share 
quickly and easily.  

Lifeflight Insurance:  If you 
missed the group sign up, 
contact Lifeflight and they 
will prorate your 
membership to bring you 
to our annual renew date of 
July 1.  This gives us all $15 
off the $60/year cost.  
www.lifeflight.org 
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rides were along Interstate 90 with Californians whizzing by at 70 miles an hour. The first time I rode 
there, I told the wrangler I didn’t care how spirited my horse was as long as it had a smooth gait.  I got a 
pretty smooth stick horse but more importantly, I got their best horses on subsequent rides.  We rode 
about every other week and sometimes took guests there.  Once they apologized to me because Duck 
and Benny, the best horses, were both working so they gave me Lemon, a smallish palomino.  Lemon’s 
name was for color not lack of spirit as he demonstrated when I squeezed him a bit too vigorously.  My 
butt hit the back of the saddle. On our trip to Yosemite, I had a half day mule ride to Vernal Falls with 
my sons.  

When I transferred to New Jersey, a criteria for house shopping required a large enough lot to have a 
horse. I didn’t get the horse, but a neighbor hired my son to take care of his daughter’s ponies when he 
traveled.  At no extra charge, I exercised the larger one. Smoky, a Welsh/Quarter Horse Cross. During 
our years in Michigan, I rode when ever I got a chance, sometimes with my daughter’s “Y” Indian 
Princesses. 

I arrived in Idaho in September 1995, living alone in 
studio apartment while Margaret sold the house in 
Michigan. The first weekend, Linda Hamilton invited me 
out to her place for a ride on her husband’s horse, have 
dinner, and a soak in the hot tub.  Sizzler gave me my 
first ride in the Eagle Foothills and several subsequent 
great rides including my first “Eagle By Moonlight”,  and 
“Diabetes Ride.”  He did such a great job of teaching me, 
that Linda bought Ken and me a really nice paint, 
Checkers.  He took me to the Owyhees where we 
escaped from a bachelor stallion.  Then she acquired a 
Tennessee Walking Horse and I continued to post along 
on Checkers — but eventually I started shopping for my 
own gaited horse. After 11 months and a couple of trips, 
Linda found Timer on the internet. Two trips to 
southwestern Oregon and we had him shipped to Idaho. 

Timer’s View Point:  Not satisfied with all the miles I take him, the human now wants me to write the 
rest of the story. I’ve carried him thousands of miles up and down mountains. I know the New 
Centerville trails where we’ve done Old Selam better than he does. I have to keep him from getting us 
lost.  Other favorite rides were Pink Flamingo where we went did a “Limited Distance Endurance Ride” 
with my buddy, Hector, and his human, Kathy Johnson. Only humans and crazy Arabs define 28 miles 
as “limited”. Getting horses and humans in shape to do a 30 mile ride in the Eagle foothills was fun. 
Another year at Pink Flamingo we rode with my friend, Contessa and her human, Jan. Endurance 
riders asked if we were doing the “50” or the LD.  Our humans said we were just trail riders. Contessa 
likes animated trail rides.    

Our most spectacular ride might be Hard Trigger Canyon in the Owyhees. One spring I taught another 
walking horse to cross water there. Phil counted 23 places where the trail crossed the creek.  We have 
enjoyed other great rides in the Owyhees including  one with Teton and John Frandon.  We did a 30 
mile ride that week end too. The humans didn’t count it because it took us two days but as I see it 17 
plus 13 equals 30 and we horses got a much deserved rest.   

One year we did Eagle By Moonlight with my pal, Midas, and his human, Linda. They hauled us in a 
trailer up to a starting point by little gulch. Then we gave the humans a ride almost home. Talk about 
lost humans, they made us walk clear back to the trailer to ride home. It would have been a shorter trip 
to just let us walk to our hay.   

The internet ad for me said “he falls right in where ever he finds himself” .  Phil took this too much to 
heart. I have had to fall in to parades in Nampa, Star, and Emmett.  I learned to sort calves in team 
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sorting one evening. Another time I learned to drive beefalo, 50 cows, 50 babies, and one huge bull.  I 
even drilled with the Southern Comfort Drill Team in the first incarnation. When we go camping I rest 
comfortably in my little corral or an a high-line.  

So Phil and I have had many adventures. Together we’ve made many great friends both human and 
equine. We’ve explored high desert and ponderosa 
pine forests.  More people know me than know him 
— or at least more horses do.   

Margaret’s View Point:  When we moved to Idaho 
and Phil started riding with Linda Hamilton, I think I 
heard two dozen times, “Everyone in Idaho has a 
horse except me.”  When we think about it, we 
should have bought property in 1995 and now we 
would have Timer close by.  He has a wonderful 
place at Kathy’s though and its only 11 minutes 
away.  We had fun searching for Timer and he has 
been a great horse.   

Southern Comfort Gaited Horse Team  

performs at the Utah state Paso Fino show 

   https://youtu.be/rX88yeAtKpk 

Unfor tunate ly I don’ t have many st i l l 
photographs of our performance.  But the video 
is on YouTube for you to watch.  We had some 
last minute challenges where, due to weather, 
we were forced to use the indoor arena which 

had a sounding board and decorations across the 
center line of the arena.  So we quickly re-wrote 
the routine to work around the center, instead of 
across it for the majority of our routine.  And then 
we performed most of our maneuvers in 1/3 of the 
arena space.  It was a huge challenge with many 
changes to remember; but the team pulled it off 
and did a phenomenal job.  As their coach; I’m 
super proud of them.  The audience was very nice 
and impressed with our show.    Heidi Young 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Holiday Party !! 

Louise Pratt has coordinated our new party location at Twigs in Meridian at the Villages.  Menu choices 
will be narrowed down to fit within our budget.  We will decide how to handle the additional  charges at 
the November meeting — so please come and share your thoughts.  If you have not RSVP’d to Louise 
about attending; please do that right now:   1mlpratt@gmail.com   
 

 
OUR ANNUAL PLAY DAY IS ON 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31st  
HAVE YOU PRE-REGISTERED ??  

NO??   DO IT NOW !!
Can you help out that day??  

Please call Sandy.
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Calendar of Events 

October  31  SCGHC playday at Birt arena 

November 9  Club Meeting at TBD 

December 14  Christmas Party 

IMO rides in 2016: please check their website for details 
April   9 -   Training Ride 
April 23 -   First Ride 
May   7 -    Second Ride 
May  21 -   Third Ride 
June 11 -   Fourth Ride 
June 25 -   Fifth Ride 
July  16 -   Sixth Ride 
Aug  20 -   Seventh Ride 
Sept 10 -   Eighth Ride 
Sept 24 -   Ninth Ride 

mailto:1mlpratt@gmail.com
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All Breed
Playday and Fun Show
Saturday, October 31, 2015
Birt Arena, Nampa, Idaho

Registration opens at 8:00 am   Show Starts at 9:00 am 

Registration fee before Saturday:   SCGHC members $2/class     Non-club members $ 4/class 
Registration on Saturday:  SCGHC members: $3/class   Non-club members: $5/class  
Ribbons to 6 places Ñ PLUS an awesome high point prize for both Youth and Adult!  

1. Halter 
2. Halter-GAITED 
3. Showmanship in-hand, Youth 
4. Showmanship in-hand 
5. Bareback Ride-A-Buck  
6. Bareback Equitation 
7. Lead-line 
8. Novice Horse or Rider, 2 Gait  
9. English Equitation, Youth  
10. English Equitation 
11. English 2 Gait 
12. English 3 Gait 
13. American GAITED Breed 2 Gait  
14. Spanish GAITED Breed 2 Gait 
15. Animated GAITED Breed 2 Gait 
16. Country Pleasure 2 Gait 
17. Dressage Western, English, Gaited!

!
30 minute LUNCH BREAK  

18. Free Style Reining 
19. Costume  
20. Western 2 Gait 
21. Western 3 Gait 
22. Western Stock Horse 
23. Western Equitation, Youth 
24. Western Equitation 
25. Water Glass 
26. Senior Novice Horse or Rider, 2 Gait  
27. Speed GAITING  
28. Simon Says 
29. Barrel Race 
30. Chicken Race 
31. Pole Bending  
32. Keyhole Race 
33. Ribbon Race 
34. Extreme Trail Obstacles  

For questions or information, please call Sandy Young at 867-4084  

Please pre-register if possible!  Deadline is 8 pm, Friday, Oct. 30th. 
Save $1/class by pre-registering with our show secretary Andrea Stephan 

barrelgirl23@yahoo.com  or  208-805-2271 

Provide your horse’s name and the class numbers for that horse.   
Class fee is PER horse (bring several !) and is paid AT the show. 

Two professional judges for rail classes; two judges for trail obstacle course. 
Lunch break after class #17;  please bring your own food & drink. "
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Helmets required for all minors under 18 years, unless waived by parent or guardian. 
Show organizers may combine, change or cancel classes. Judge’s decision is final. 

Youth means 17 years and under.   
Novice means either horse OR rider that has not won a blue ribbon. 
All classes are “open” to any breed, except as noted by “GAITED”. 

CLASS DESCRIPTIONS: 

1. Halter:  for all non-gaited breeds to be judged on horses’ movement, 
conformation and condition. Enter the ring at a walk, reverse and continue walking.  Judge may ask you for a trot. 
Line up and square the horse for conformation/condition judging. 

2. Halter - GAITED only:  judged on movement, conformation and condition specific to the GAITED  breed. Enter the 
ring at a walk, reverse and continue walking. Judge may ask you for a GAIT. Line up and square or park the horse 
for conformation/condition judging.   

3. Showmanship Youth:  judged on how well he or she exhibits the animal to its best advantage, with additional scoring 
for the grooming and presentation of both horse and handler. A simple pattern may be called for. 

4. Showmanship:   see previous description, for other than youth. 
5. Bareback Ride a Buck:  riders provides their own dollar bill. Judge will call for various gaits and maneuvers.  When 

you lose your buck, go to the center and wait. The winner will be the last rider that still has buck and wins all bucks. 
6. Bareback Equitation:   judged solely on the rider. Judge may ask for a simple pattern and/or a standard maneuver. 
7. Leadline:   horses are lead into the ring the first way of the arena at a walk, reverse and continue at the walk. Horse 

will be lined up and squared.  No back required. 
8. Novice Horse and/or Rider 2 Gait:  Any breed;  judged on the breed-specific walk and intermediate gait, reverse and 

repeat. Horses must stand quietly and back readily. 
9. English Equitation, Youth:   judged solely on the rider.  Judge may ask for a simple pattern or maneuver. 
10. English Equitation  see previous description. 
11. English 2 Gait:  judged at breed-specific walk and intermediate gait. Horses must stand quietly and back readily. 
12. English 3 Gait:  judged at breed-specific walk, intermediate gait and canter. Horses must stand quietly and back. 
13. American GAITED Breed  2 Gait:  judged at GAITED breed’s specific walk and intermediate gait. Horses must stand 

quietly and back readily.  Any tack, but no mixing of Western and English tack.  
14. Spanish GAITED Breed  2 Gait:   judged at SPANISH GAITED breed’s specific walk and intermediate gaits. Horses 

must stand quietly and back readily.  Any tack, but no mixing of Western and English tack. 
15. Animated 2 Gait GAITED BREED:   judged at walk and intermediate gaits.  Stand quietly and back readily. 

Animation is defined as brilliance/brio, or style/presence and way of going, based on breed-specific requirements.  
16. Country Pleasure 2 Gait:   any breed, judged at walk and intermediate gait. Stand quietly and back readily.  Country 

pleasure horses are valued for their smoothness of gait and manners to exemplify a pleasure horse. English or 
Western tack.  

17. Dressage for Western, English and Gaited:  ride at your own level; pick your own test or ride freestyle.  Judged 
individually so a novice riding a clean, well-executed pattern could win over an advanced rider having some trouble. 
Please provide a copy of your test with your entry.  Questions: Call !  

18. Free Style Reining.  All riders to perform the following:  figure eight, simple or flying lead change, roll back (meaning 
a 180), and 360 turn.  Optional maneuvers:  Canter with flying lead change, sliding stop, 4 spins, small slow canter 
circle, large canter circle, back six steps. No maneuver has to be fast, just correct.  Music is optional and welcomed. 
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19. Costume:  judged and awarded separately for costume, creativity and originality. (3 separate awards)  Lunch Break 
before the class so you have time to get dressed.  Let us know if you are doing class 19 AND others right after. 

20. Western 2 Gait:  Any breed, judged on the breed-specific walk and intermediate gait. Horses must stand quietly and 
back readily. 

21. Western 3 Gait:  Any breed, judged on the breed-specific walk, intermediate gait and canter. Horses must stand 
quietly and back readily. 

22. Western Stock Horse:  Any breed, judged on way of going at all three gaits. Horses must stand quietly, back readily 
and perform a 360 either way in the line-up. 

23. Western Equitation, Youth:  judged solely on the rider; Judge may ask for a simple pattern on the rail. 
24. Western Equitation:   rider is judged in all three gaits; a simple pattern may be asked for. Emphasis is on the rider’s 

ability to handle their mount. 
25. Water Glass:  judged on the rider that has the most water left in their glass after call outs are called. A canter may be 

asked for in a tie. 
26. Senior Novice Horse/Rider, 2 gait:  For senior horses 18 and older (can be ridden by younger riders)  OR  riders 65 

and older (can be riding young horses) that have not won a blue ribbon.  Any breed, judged at walk and intermediate 
gait; horses stand quietly and back readily. 

27. Speed gaiting:  GAITED breeds work on the rail at their fastest gait.  (NO cantering or galloping).  This is about 
working at speed and maintaining a consistent, fast gait (its not a race) and are disqualified if the horse breaks gait. 

FUN CLASSES: 

  

28. Simon Says:  follow the class call outs for the classic game. If you DO it when Simon doesn’t say it, you are out.   
29. Barrel race:  timed event following the prescribed cloverleaf pattern. 
30. Chicken Race:  timed event to run down, dismount, pick up chicken, remount, cross finish line with chicken. 
31. Pole Bending:   timed event to weave a pattern thru poles. 
32. Key Hole:  timed event to run to chalked off pattern, enter, stop, turn around without touching lines, cross finish line. 
33. Ribbon Race:   a pairs event.  Last team to have an intact ribbon of toilet paper after call outs wins. 
34. Extreme Trail Obstacles:  timed event to complete the obstacle course in the outdoor arena with the least faults.  A 

judge-led walk-through will be provided after lunch break, but before class 18.  Course may include bridge, gate, 
dragging an item, poles, water, tarp, trailer loading, odd animals, jumping, going through a ‘car wash’, logs, and 
even balloons.  Judging includes equitation and horse manners.  Last rider through course at 4 pm. 

  

FYI:  This show is for FUN and intended as a learning experience.  It is not necessary to have show clothing or tack, 
or your horse clipped. Just wear clean/neat clothing suitable for riding and have your horse groomed. To show a stallion, 
riders must be 18 or older.  Rider must have suitable boots or riding shoes that cover the foot. No sneakers, sandals, etc.  
During all classes except the fun classes and trail obstacle, the rider SHOULD be wearing a hat or helmet. 
Tack should be suitably adjusted for the class you are riding, ie: Western, English or breed-specific.  So if you are in a 
western class, use western saddle and bridle, not a combination of western saddle and English bridle, etc.  Some of the 
gaited horse tack isn’t Western or English.  Use what would be acceptable for your breed in a show.  If you don’t have 
exactly what is needed, just come and ride with us anyway and have some fun. 
If there is a tie, judge will look at finishing touches such as how your horse is groomed, your equipment, or how you 
presented yourself.  The judges are happy to give feedback and instruction after the class has been placed. If you have 
any questions, please contact Sandy Young!  


